Removal of anti-A/B antibodies with plasmapheresis in ABO-incompatible kidney transplantation.
Because of a shortage of cadaver donors in Japan, ABO-incompatible living kidney transplantation has been carried out. Sixty-seven ABO-incompatible living kidney transplantations (LKT) were performed between January 1989 and December 1995 at our institution. In our previous report on the long-term results of ABO-incompatible LKT, graft survival of ABO-incompatible LKT up to 3 years was significantly lower than that of ABO-compatible LKT, but no significant difference was seen from 4 to 8 years. We removed anti-A/B antibodies by immunoadsorption and/or double filtration plasmapheresis before kidney transplantation. There was a significant difference between the anti-A/B antibody titers before and after plasmapheresis. The anti-A/B antibody titers also were well suppressed over the long term after transplantation.